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We welcome you to worship with us this morning and we’re glad you are
here. May God bless our time together and may you feel renewed and
refreshed as we celebrate God’s unconditional love for the world. Thank
you for joining us today and we hope you will return again soon.

Children’s Sunday School meets on the 2nd & 4th
Sundays d_urm% worship, and Children’s Service project on the 5th
Sunday during the School year. As a courtesy the congregation does
not stand during worship unless instructed to do so.

Today’s Worship Theme

Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul
urges us to encoura?e one another with the promised coming of the Lord.
Jesus tells the parable of the wise and foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by

the faithful of every time and place, we celebrate Christ’'s coming in our
midst in the word of life and the fe?st gf victory—the marriage feast of the
amb.

Entering Into God’s Presence
WELCOME

PRELUDE - A Quiet Time for Reflection

é%WDue Today!

Reg ORDERS



Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,
in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved.

P: Amen

Silence is kept for reflection.
L: Holy One,

P: we confess that we are not awake for you.

We are not faithful in using your gifts.

We forget the least of our siblings.

We do not see your beautiful image in one another.
We are infected by sin

that divides your beloved community.

Open our hearts to your coming,

open our eyes to see you in our neighbor,

open our hands to serve your creation.

Amen.

L: Beloved, we are God’s children,

and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us.
Through + Jesus you are forgiven,

by Jesus you are welcome,

in Jesus you are called to rejoice!

Let us live in the promises prepared for us
from the foundation of the world.

P: Amen



GATHERING HYMN vs ALL

Oh, Happy Day When We Shall Stand
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: The love of God poured into our hearts, the saving grace of

Jesus Christ, and the abundant life of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

ALL: And also with you.

L: Let us pray together. _ _ . ]
ALL: O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with
the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to
mﬁgﬁeds of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Special Music
Children are dismissed to Sunday School

God’s Word for Us Today

First Reading: Amos 5:18-24LECTOR

In the days of Amos, people thought that the day of the LORD would be a
time of great victory, but Amos announced that it would be a day of dark-
ness, not light. He said liturgy is no substitute for obedience. The LORD
demands justice and righteousness in the community.

18Alas for you who desire the day of the Lord!
Why do you want the day of the Lord?
It is darkness, not light;
19as if someone fled from a lion,
and was met by a bear;
or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall,
and was bitten by a snake.
20ls not the day of the Lord darkness, not light,
and gloom with no brightness in it?

21l hate, | despise your festivals,
and | take no delight in your solemn assembilies.
22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
| will not accept them;
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals
| will not look upon.
23Take away from me the noise of your songs;
| will not listen to the melody of your harps.
24But let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God



Psalm: Psalm 70 LECTOR
You are my helper and my deliverer; O Lord, do not tarry. (Ps. 70:5)

1Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; O Lord, make haste to help me.
2L et those who seek my life be put to shame and confounded,;
gi let thgse who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be
isgraced.
3Let those who say to me “Ahal” and gloat over me
turn back because of their shame.
4L et all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; let those who love
your salvation say forever, “Great is the Lord!’ _
5But as for me, | am poor and needy; come to me quickly, O God.
You are my helper and my deliverer; O Lord, do not tarry.

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 LECTOR

Some of the Thessalonians are worried that dead Christians will be exclud-
ed from the resurrection to eternal life when Christ comes again. Paul reas-
sures them with the word of hope that all Christians, living or dead, will be
raised into everlasting life with Christ. _

13We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those
who have died, so that you maK not grieve as others do who have no
hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so,
through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. 15For this we
declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left
until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have
died. 16For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s
call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and
the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will
be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air;
and so we will be with the Lord forever. 18Therefore encourage one anoth-
er with these words.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God



Gospel: Matthew 25:1-13

Jesus tells a parable about his own second coming, emphasizing the need
for readiness at all times.

The Holy Gospel According to St. Mathew

Glory to you, O Lord

Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this.
en bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of
them were foolish, and five were wise. 3When the foolish took their lamps,
they took no oil with them; 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their
lamps. S5As the prlqeﬁroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and
slept. 6But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom!
Come out to meet him.” 7Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed
their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our
lamps are going out.” 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for
you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for your-
selves.” 10And while thQ%/ went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those
who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was
shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to
us.” 12But he replied, ‘Truly | tell you, | do not know you.’ 13Keep awake
therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”

Praise to you O Christ

Sermon Rev.
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HYMN OF THE DAY VS ALL

Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers
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Together We Say What We Believe
APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen




We Offer Our Prayers and Thanksgiving

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

At the end of each intercessory prayer the Pastor says:
" Hear us, O God.,” and the people respond

“Your mercy is great.”

THE LORD’S PRAYER

ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. AMEN

OFFERING SONG
God is so Good 2y
God is so good, God is so good, @”iéll

God is so good, He'’s so good to me! wers

/2
We give Him thanks, We give Him thanks, \\\
9 9 x\a

We give Him thanks, He's so good to me! & 75

.

OFFERING PRAYER

God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, _
athered around your table, and shared your abundant blessings.
umber us among them that, as we gather these gifts from your

abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings,

we may feast upon your very self and care for all that Eou have made,

through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant. AMEN

Offering Plates are Located by the doors to the Sanctuary or
You may mail your financial gifts to the church.
Attn: Pat Hogan
5615 Palmyra Rd SW, Lordstown 44481

Going Forth to Serve
BLESSING o _
L: May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved, who strengthens us for service,
give you reason to rejoice and be glad!
The blessing of God, Sovereign,+ Savior, and Spirit,
be with you today and always. AMEN
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SENDING HYMN ALL VS
When Peace like a River

TRUST, GUIDANCE

785 It Is Well with My Soul
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help - less es - tate, and hath shed his own blood for my soul
bear it no more. Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
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DISMISSAL

L: Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
ALL: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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Altar Flowers

Donated by an Anonymous Donor t%}’
To provide altar flowers for worship, please sign up on the ’
2 poster in the church lobby. $25 for one vase $50 for two. %

PRAYER LIST & PASTORAL CONCERNS

Please keep our loved ones in your prayers this week

Immediate & Ongoing Health Concerns: Lucas Paxson, Ron
Hill, Phyllis Housel, Jean Housel, Ted Paxson, Leo Divencenzo,
Tiffany Fellows, Destiny Givens, Anna Strickland, JoAnn
Leepard, Joe Harrison, Molly and Family, Mary Sabol, Mark
Molnar, Laura Paxson, Rachael Ann, llona Rupnik
Compassion Child: Marc Yvans.

Active Duty Military: Julian Krusely, Jason Layfield,

Talon Brown, Kiana Gates

Scout Troop 20 and its leaders

Our Monthly Mission Outreach and The Children of

Lordstown Elementary School
World Peace: Especially for those living in the region of Ukraine
and Russia.

PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFIGE AT 330 399-7227 OR

EMAIL US AT LTOWNLUTHERAN@YAH00.COM TO NOTIFY US OF FRIENDS OR
RELATIVES WHO NEED TO BE ADDED OR REMOVED FROM THE PRAYLR LIST.

NEXT SUNDAY, Sunday, November 19, 2023

First Reading: Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18
Psalm: Psalm 90:1-8 [9-11] 12
Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Gospel: Matthew 25:14-30
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