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  Worship Bulletin 
 Sunday, April 7, 2024 

Lordstown Lutheran Church 
 

Rev. Steve Brown—Pastor  
Mrs. Margaret Thomas — Organist 
Mrs. Lois Dorazio—Choir Director 

Mrs. Dolly Lutz - Lector 
 
 

We welcome you to worship with us this morning and we’re glad you are 
here. May God bless our time together and may you feel renewed and  

refreshed as we celebrate God’s  unconditional love for the world. Thank 
you for joining us today and we hope you will  

return again soon.  
 Children’s Sunday School meets on the 2nd & 4th  

Sundays during worship, and Children’s Service project on the 5th  
Sunday during the School year. As a courtesy the congregation does  

not stand during worship unless instructed to do so. 
 
 

Today’s Worship Theme 
 

The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in 
the mystery of Christ’s presence, mostly through the glorious Gospel of 
John. Today we gather with the disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus 

breathes the Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus offers 
us his wounded self in the broken bread. From frightened individuals we 

are transformed into a community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and 
material sharing such that no one among us is in need.  

 
 

Entering Into God’s Presence 
 
WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE - A Quiet Time for Reflection  
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Thanksgiving for Baptism 
It is customary in the Lutheran Church during the season of Easter to  
affirm our baptism in place of our confession and forgiveness liturgy 

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
the wellspring of grace, 
our Easter and our joy. 
P: Amen 
 
L: Look, here is water!  
 
P: Here is our water of life! Alleluia!  
 
L: Immersed in the promises of baptism, 
let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning 
your voice thundered over the deep 
and water became the essence of life. 
Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. 
The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. 
Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea 
into freedom’s land. 
In a desert pool the Ethiopian official 
entered your boundless baptismal life. 
 
Look, here is water! 
 
P: Here is our water of life! Alleluia!  
 
L: At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John 
and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection 
you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love, 
freeing us to live as Easter people. 
We rejoice with glad hearts, 
giving all honor and praise to you, 
through the risen Christ, our source of living water, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
 
P: Amen 
 
L: Look, here is water!  
 
P: Here is our water of life! Alleluia!
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GATHERING HYMN  ALL VERSES  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
L: The love of God poured into our hearts, the saving grace of Jesus Christ, 
and the abundant life of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
ALL: And also with you. 
L: Let us pray together. 
ALL: Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s  
resurrection. By the grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the 
power of the resurrection in all that we say and do, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the  
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. AMEN 
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God’s Word for Us Today 

First Reading:    Acts 4:32-35    LECTOR 
While the apostles testified to others about the resurrection of Jesus, the 
early Christian community shared what they owned or sold their  
possessions to help their fellow believers who were in need.  
 
 32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and 
soul, and no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but  
everything they owned was held in common. 33With great power the  
apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and 
great grace was upon them all. 34There was not a needy person among 
them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the 
proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was 
distributed to each as any had need.  
 
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

Special Music 

Psalm:    Psalm 133     LECTOR    
How good and pleasant it is to live together in unity. (Ps. 133:1)  
 
 1How good and how pleasant it is, 
  when kindred live together in unity! 
 2It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard, 
  upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his robe.  
 3It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion. 
  For there the Lord has commanded the blessing: life forevermore.   
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 Second Reading:  1 John 1:1--2:2   LECTOR 
The opening of this letter serves as a reality check. The reality of God is 
light, but our confessed reality has been sin. God cleanses us from our  
sinful reality through Christ’s death so that we live in fellowship with Christ 
and walk in God’s light.  
 
1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, 
what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched 
with our hands, concerning the word of life—2this life was revealed, and 
we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was 
with the Father and was revealed to us—3we declare to you what we have 
seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our 
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing 
these things so that our joy may be complete. 
 
 5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that 
God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we have 
fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do 
what is true; 7but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we 
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses 
us from all sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will 
forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say 
that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 
 
 
 2:1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not 
sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous; 2and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not 
for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.  
 
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
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Gospel:  John  20:19-31 
The story of Easter continues as the risen Jesus appears to his disciples. 
His words to Thomas offer a blessing to all who entrust themselves in faith 
to the risen Lord.  
The Holy Gospel According to St. John 
Glory to you, O Lord 
 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 
doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the 
Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then 
the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, 
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When 
he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 
the sins of any, they are retained.” 
 
 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not 
with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have 
seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in 
his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his 
side, I will not believe.” 
 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was 
with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your 
finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. 
Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my 
God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen 
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
 
 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 
which are not written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may 
come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 
through believing you may have life in his name.  
 
The Gospel of the Lord,  
Praise to you O Christ 
 

 Sermon          Rev. Brown 
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       HYMN OF THE DAY  ALL VERSES  
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Together We Say What We Believe 

APOSTLES CREED  

 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 
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We Offer Our Prayers and Thanksgiving 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION       
At the end of each intercessory prayer the Pastor says:  
” God of grace”, and the people respond  
“hear our prayer.”        
 
OFFERING SONG     
Create in me a Clean Heart 
Create in me a clean heart, O God and renew a right  
Spirit within me. Cast me not away from thy  
Presence and take not thy Holy Spirit from me.  
Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation.  
And uphold me with thy free Spirit. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER  
 
Risen One, 
you call us to believe and bear fruit. 
May the gifts that we offer here 
be signs of your abiding love. 
Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 
 
AMEN 

Offering Plates are Located by the doors to the Sanctuary or 
You may mail your  financial gifts to  the church.  

Attn: Pat Hogan 
5615 Palmyra Rd SW, Lordstown 44481 
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The Great Thanksgiving 
  

This Table of Christ welcomes all without exception. Join us 
and experience the love of Christ as we come together to 
share in this sacred meal.  
CHILDREN MAY ALSO RECEIVE A PASTORAL BLESSING. PLEASE 
TAKE A SMALL CUP FROM THE TRAY WHEN IT IS OFFERED. WINE 
WILL BE POURED FOR EACH PERSON BY AN ASSISTANT AND GRAPE 
JUICE WILL BE AVAILABLE IN THE CENTER OF THE CUP TRAY IF  
PREFERRED. BREAD WILL BE BROKEN INTO SMALL  
PIECES AT THE COMMUNION RAIL AND GIVEN TO EACH PERSON. 
 
DIALOGUE 
 
L: The Lord be with you. 
P: And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts. 
P: We lift them to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the  
Lord our God. 
P: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE OF THE DAY 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
SANCTUS (tune: Holy, holy, holy)        
   
  Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty! 
  Heav’n and earth embrace your glory 
  Praise we cry to you. 
  Blessed is the One who comes in your name. 
  Hosanna, hosanna, praise forevermore. 
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PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 
 
Holy God, we praise you. Let the heavens be joyful, and the earth 
be glad. We bless you for creating the whole world; for your  
promises to your people Israel, and for Jesus Christ in whom your 
fullness dwells. 
 
Born of Mary, he shares our life. Eating with sinners, he  
welcomes us. Guiding his children, he leads us. Visiting the sick, 
he heals us. Dying on the cross, he saves us. Risen from the 
dead, he gives new life. Living with you, he prays for us. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the  
remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
 
With thanksgiving we take this bread and this cup and proclaim 
the mystery of faith. 
 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us, that this meal may be a  
communion in the body and blood of our Lord. Make us one with 
Christ and with all who share this feast. Unite us in faith,  
encourage us with hope, and inspire us to love, that we may serve 
as your faithful disciples until we feast at your table in glory. 
 
We praise you, eternal God, through Christ your Word made flesh, 
in the holy and life-giving Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER  
 

L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  
kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen.                                                 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
 

L: The risen Christ is made known to us 
in the breaking of the bread. Come and eat at God’s table. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 
P: Through the great Comforter, Advocate, and our faithful Guide, we have 
become a part of God’s holy love. And so we pray to the eternal one 
 
ALL: Shepherding God, 
you have prepared a table before us 
and nourished us with your love. 
Send us forth from this banquet 
to proclaim your goodness 
and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 
our redeemer and friend. 
AMEN 

Going Forth to Serve 
     
BLESSING 
Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, 
and the Spirit of Easter hope☩ bless you now and always.  
AMEN               
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SENDING HYMN     ALL VERSES  
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DISMISSAL 
 

L: Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.  
ALL: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!  
 

POSTLUDE   
 

Pentecost Sunday Geraniums 
Order Deadline Sunday 

4/14/24 
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PRAYER LIST & PASTORAL CONCERNS  
Please keep our loved ones in your prayers this week 

 

Immediate & Ongoing Health Concerns:  Lucas Paxson, Ron 
Hill, Phyllis Housel, Ted Paxson, Leo Divencenzo,  
Tiffany Fellows, Destiny Givens, Anna Strickland, Joe Harrison, 
Molly and Family, Mary Sabol, Mark Molnar, Laura Paxson, 
Rachael Ann, Ilona Rupnik, Linda Behner, Phyllis Knox,  
Marilyn Davisson, Wayne Neff 
Compassion Child: Marc Yvans.              
Active Duty Military: Julian Krusely, Jason Layfield,  
Talon Brown, Kiana Gates 
Scout Troop 20 and its leaders   
Our Monthly Mission Outreach and The Children of  
Lordstown Elementary School  
World Peace: Especially for those living in the region of Ukraine 
and Russia.   

Please call the church office at 330 399-7227,  
Text or Call Drea at 330-770-5585,  or email us at  

ltownlutheran@yahoo.com to notify us of friends or relatives who need to 
be added or removed from the Prayer List.  

NEXT SUNDAY, Sunday, April 14, 2024 
Third Sunday in Lent 

First Reading:  Acts 3:12-19  
Psalm: Psalm  4 

Second Reading:  1 John 3:1-7  
Gospel: Luke 24:36b-48  

  

Altar Flowers  
Donated by an Anonymous Donor 

To provide altar flowers for worship, please sign up on the  
poster in the church lobby. $25 for one vase $50 for two.   


