LORDSTOWN LUTHERAN CHURCH
Sunday, September 17, 2023
16th Sunday after Pentecost
10:00AM
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Worship Bulletin
Sunday, September 17, 2023
Lordstown Lutheran Church

Rev. Dougherty—Pastor
Mrs. Margaret Thomas — Organist
Mrs. Lois Dorazio—Choir Director
Dolly Lutz - Lectors

We welcome you to worship with us this morning and we’re glad you are
here. May God bless our time together and may you feel renewed and
refreshed as we celebrate God’s unconditional love for the world. Thank
you for joining us today and we hope you will return again soon.

Children’s Sunday School meets on the 2nd & 4th
Sundays during worship, and Children’s Service project on the 5th
Sunday during the School year. As a courtesy the congregation does
not stand during worship unless instructed to do so.

Today’s Worship Theme

In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since
we all stand before the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one anoth-
er, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s
boundless mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and
sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be signs of
reconciliation in the world.

Entering Into God’s Presence
WELCOME

PRELUDE - A Quiet Time for Reflection



Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

L: Blessed be God, the one who forms us,*+ Jesus who bears the cross,
the Spirit who makes our joy complete.
P: Amen

L: Let us bow before God in humility,
confessing our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.
L: Steadfast and faithful God,

P: you have revealed the ways of justice,
yet we fail to follow you.

We are overwhelmed

by the world’s violence and suffering.
We are afraid to risk what we have

for the sake of others.

For the harm we have caused,

known and unknown, forgive us.

For the unjust demands we place on others
and your creation, forgive us.

For the ways we turn away

from you and our neighbor, forgive us.
Lead us back to you

and set us on the right path;

in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

L: Beloved in Christ,

God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding.
God’s compassion is beyond compare.

In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us.

In + Christ, you are already and always forgiven.

P: Amen



GATHERING HYMN All Verses

864 Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven
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Praise, my soul, the God of heav - en; joy - ful - ly your trib-ute bring.
God be praised for grace and fa - vor to our fore-bears in dis-tress.
Frail as sum-mer’s flow’r we flour - ish, blows the wind and it is gone;
An - gels sing in ad - o - ra - tion, in God’s pres-ence, face to face.
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Ran-somed, healed, re - stored, for-giv -en, ev - er - more God’s prais-es sing.
God be praised, the same for-ev - er, slow to chide and swift to bless.
but, as  mor -tals rise and per-ish, God en-dures un-chang-ing on.
Sun and moon and all cre - a- tion, all who dwell in time and space.
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Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia! Prais-es ev-er - last-ing ring!
Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - lu-1ia! Glo-rious is God’s faith - ful - ness!
Al-le - lu-ial Al-le - lu-ia! Praise the great E - ter - nal One!
Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia! Praise with us the God of grace!
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: The love of God poured into our hearts, the saving grace of

Jesus Christ, and the abundant life of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

ALL: And also with you.

L: Let us pray together.

ALL: O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain
of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and
adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus
2Ir\lllrllisl\}’ our Savior and Lord.

Special Music
God’s Word for Us Today

First Reading: Genesis 50:15-21 LECTOR

After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the
crime they had done against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph
said, but God used this as an opportunity to do good and save many lives.

15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What
if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the
wrong that we did to him?” 16So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your
father gave this instruction before he died, 17°Say to Joseph: | beg you,
forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’
Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your
father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also
wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19But
Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am | in the place of God? 20Even
though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order
to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So have no fear; |
myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured
them, speaking kindly to them.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God



Psalm: Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13 LECTOR

Lord, you are full of compassion and mercy. (Ps. 103:8)
1Bless the Lord, O my soul,and all that is within me, bless God’s holy
name.
2Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all God’s benefits—
3who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases;
4who redeems your life from the grave
and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;
Swho satisfies your desires with good things
so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.
60 Lord, e/ou rovide vindication
and justice for all who are oppressed.
7You made known your ways to Moses
and your works to the children of Israel.
8Lord, you are full of compassion and mercy,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;
Qﬁou will not alays accuse us, nor will you keep your anger forever.
10You have not dealt with us according | to our sins,
nor repaid us accordlnﬁ_ to our iniquities.
11For as the heavens are high above the earth
so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you.
12As far as the east is from the west, _
so far have you removed our transgressions from us.
13As a father has compassion for his children,
so you have compassion for those who fear you, O Lord.

Second Reading: Romans 14:1-12 LECTOR

This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul
helps us understand that despite different practices in worship and
personal pleéy, we do not judge one another. All Christians belong to the
Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and will 1(ud e each of us.
1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of
quarreling over opinions. 2S5ome believe in eating anything, while the weak
eat only vegetables. 3Those who eat must not despise those who abstain,
and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God
has welcomed them. 4Who are you to pass judgment on servants of
another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be
upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. _ _

5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all
days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who
observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in
honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain,
abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. _

7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live,
we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we
live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and
lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.
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10Why do you pass judgment on ¥our brother or sister? Or you, wh
do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judg-
ment seat of God. 11For it is written,

“As | live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,

and every tongue shall give praise to God.”

12So then, each of us will be accountable to God.
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35

When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a
para’pg z:ljvat suggests human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mer-
cy of God.
T}F]e Holy Gospel According to St. Mathew
Glory to you, O Lord _
21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church
sins against me, how often should | forgive? As manP/ as seven
times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, [ tell you, seventy-
seven times. _ _
23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king
who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reck-
oning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; 25and,
as he could not pa?/, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife
and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the
slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and |
will pay you everything.” 27And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave re-
leased him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he went
out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii;
and seizing him by the throat, he said, 'Pay what you owe.” 29Then his fel-
low slave fell down and pleaded with him, Haveé)atlence with me, and |
will pay you.” 30But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison un-
til he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had hap-
ened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their
ord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to
him, “You wicked slave! | forgave you all that debt because you pleaded
with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as | had
mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured un-
til he would Pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to
ﬁver one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your
eart.
Praise to you O Christ

Sermon Rev. Dougherty



HYMN OF THE DAY All Verses

You Are Mine
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2 I am hope for all who are hope - less,
3 0¥ am strength for all the de - spair - ing,
(4y am the Word that leads all to free - dom, I
04 2
P — — <
o i e =
) - - Ll
I will lift you from all your fear.
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You will hear my voice, | claim you as my choice. Be
shad-ows of the night, I will be your light.
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Together We Say What We Believe
APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen




We Offer Our Prayers and Thanksgiving

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

At the end of each intercessory prayer the Pastor says:
"Merciful God,” and the people respond

“receive our prayer.”

THE LORD’S PRAYER

ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Th
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. AMEN

OFFERING SONG

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below;

praise God, above, ye heav'nly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

OFFERING PRAYER

God of power, God of plenty,

all things belong to you.

We bring your gifts to the table,

that all might be fed.

Form us into the body of your Beloved,
Jesus Christ, our Savior.

AMEN
Offering Plates are Located by the doors to the Sanctuary or
You may mail your financial gifts to the church.
Attn: Pat Hogan
5615 Palmyra Rd SW, Lordstown 44481
Going Forth to Serve
BLESSING

L: The God of glory, *+ Jesus Christ, name above all names,
and the Spirit who lives in you,

bless you now and forever.
AME
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SENDING HYMN All Verses

721 Goodness Is Stronger than Evil

Good-ness is stron-ger than e - vil; love is stron-ger than hate;
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DISMISSAL

L: Go in peace. God is at work in you.
ALL: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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Altar Flowers

Donated by an Anonymous Donor
To provide altar flowers for worship, please sign up on the
¥ poster in the church lobby. $25 for one vase $50 for two. ¥

PRAYER LIST & PASTORAL CONCERNS

Please keep our loved ones in your prayers this week

Immediate & Ongoing Health Concerns: Lucas Paxson, Ron
Hill, Phyllis Housel, Jean Housel, Ted Paxson, Leo Divencenzo,
Tiffany Fellows, Destiny Givens, Anna Strickland, JoAnn
Leepard, Joe Harrison, Molly and Family, Mary Sabol, Mark
Molnar, Laura Paxson, Rachael Ann.

Compassion Child: Marc Yvans.

Active Duty Military: Julian Krusely, Jason Layfield,

Kiana Gates

Scout Troop 20 and its leaders

Our Monthly Mission Outreach and The Children of

Lordstown Elementary School
World Peace: Especially for those living in the region of Ukraine
and Russia.

PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFIGE AT 330 399-7227 OR

EMAIL US AT LTOWNLUTHERAN@YAH00.COM TO NOTIFY US OF FRIENDS OR
RELATIVES WHO NEED TO BE ADDED OR REMOVED FROM THE PRAYLR LIST.

NEXT SUNDAY, Sunday, September 24, 2023
17th Sunday after Pentecost

OUTPOOR SERVICE

First Reading: Jonah 3:10--4:11
Psalm: Psalm 145:1-8
Second Reading: Philippians 1:21-30
Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16
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