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  Worship Bulletin 
 Sunday, January 14, 2024 

Second Sunday after Epiphany 
Lordstown Lutheran Church 

 
Rev. Haldon Robarge —Pastor  

Mrs. Margaret Thomas— Organist 
Mrs. Lois Dorazio—Choir Director 

Mrs. Erica Thomas - Boyle- Lectors 
 
 

We welcome you to worship with us this morning and we’re glad you are 
here. May God bless our time together and may you feel renewed and  

refreshed as we celebrate God’s  unconditional love for the world. Thank 
you for joining us today and we hope you will return again soon.  

 Children’s Sunday School meets on the 2nd & 4th  
Sundays during worship, and Children’s Service project on the 5th  

Sunday during the School year. As a courtesy the congregation does  
not stand during worship unless instructed to do so. 

 
Today’s Worship Theme 

 
All the baptized have a calling in God’s world. God calls not just pastors and 
deacons but also the youngest child, like Samuel. The story of the calling of 
Nathanael plays with the idea of place. Nathanael initially dismisses Jesus 

because he comes from Nazareth. But where we come from isn’t important; 
it’s where—or rather whom—we come to. Jesus refers to Jacob, who had a 

vision in a place he called “the house of God, and . . . the gate of heav-
en” (Gen. 28:17). Jesus says he himself is the place where Nathanael will 

meet God.  
 

Entering Into God’s Presence 
 
WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE - A Quiet Time for Reflection  
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Confession and Forgiveness 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at  
baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,  
the Word made flesh, 
our life and our salvation. 
 
P: Amen 
 
L: Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, 
let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
L: God of life,  
 
P: you promise good news of great joy for all people, 
and call us to be messengers of your peace. 
We confess that too often we hoard our joy, 
our resources, and our security. 
We nurture conflict and build barriers. 
We neglect the needs of our neighbors 
and ignore the groaning of creation. Have mercy on us. 
Where we are self-centered, open our hearts. 
Where we are reluctant, give us courage. 
Where we are cynical, restore our trust. Renew us with your grace 
and give us again the hope of eternal life in you. 
Amen. 
 
L: Hear the good news: 
We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises 
through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 
In☩  Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed. 
Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth 
shall know the salvation of God. 
 
P: Amen
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GATHERING HYMN  vs ALL 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
L: The love of God poured into our hearts, the saving grace of  
Jesus Christ, and the abundant life of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
ALL: And also with you. 
L: Let us pray together. 
ALL: Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, 
for the countless blessings and benefits you give. May we know you 
more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day 
by day praising you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  
AMEN 
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God’s Word for Us Today 

Special Music 

First Reading:     1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20] LECTOR 
At a time when visions are rare and unexpected, the Lord comes to Sam-
uel and calls him to speak the divine word. Though just a boy, Samuel re-
sponds to God  
obediently, as Eli the priest has taught him to respond. This marks the  
beginning of Samuel’s prophetic ministry.  
1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of 
the Lord was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 
 2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he 
could not see, was lying down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet 
gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, where 
the ark of God was. 4Then the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he 
said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called 
me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay 
down. 6The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, 
and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my 
son; lie down again.” 7Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the 
word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. 8The Lord called 
Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here 
I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the 
boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you 
shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is  
listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
 10Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! 
Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” [11Then 
the Lord said to Samuel, “See, I am about to do something in Israel that 
will make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. 12On that day I will 
fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken  
concerning his house, from beginning to end. 13For I have told him that I 
am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, be-
cause his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain 
them. 14Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s 
house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering  
forever.” 
 15Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the 
house of the Lord. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16But Eli 
called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” He said, “Here I am.” 17Eli 
said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do 
so to you and more also, if you hide  
anything from me of all that he told you.” 18So Samuel told him every-
thing and hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is the Lord; let him do 
what seems good to him.” 
 19As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of his words 
fall to the ground. 20And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that 
Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the Lord.]  
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
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Psalm: 139:1-6, 13-18     LECTOR    
You have searched me out and known me. (Ps. 139:1)  
  1Lord, you have searched me out; O Lord, you have known me. 
 2You know my sitting down and my rising up; 
  you discern my thoughts from afar. 
 3You trace my journeys and my resting-places 
  and are acquainted with all my ways. 
 4Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, 
  but you, O Lord, know it altogether.  
 5You encompass me, behind and before, 
  and lay your hand upon me. 
 6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
  it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 
 13For you yourself created my inmost parts; 
  you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
 14I will thank you because I am marvelously made; 
  your works are wonderful, and I know it well.  
 15My body was not hidden from you, while I was being made in  
 secret and woven in the depths of the earth. 
 16Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them 
 were written in your book; my days were fashioned before they  
 came to be. 
 17How deep I find your thoughts, O God! 
  How great is the sum of them! 
 18If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; 
 to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours.  
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Second Reading:   1 Corinthians 6:12-20 LECTOR 
Paul helps the Corinthians understand that God has claimed the entirety of 
their lives through the death of Christ. Hence Christian relationships and 
conduct, including areas of human sexuality, are to reflect the reality that 
we belong to Christ and that the Holy Spirit lives within us.  
12“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things 
are lawful for me,” but I will not be dominated by anything. 13“Food is 
meant for the stomach and the stomach for food,” and God will destroy both 
one and the other. The body is meant not for fornication but for the Lord, 
and the Lord for the body. 14And God raised the Lord and will also raise us 
by his power. 15Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? 
Should I therefore take the members of Christ and make them members of 
a prostitute? Never! 16Do you not know that whoever is united to a  
prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be one 
flesh.” 17But anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with 
him. 18Shun fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside the 
body; but the fornicator sins against the body itself. 19Or do you not know 
that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have 
from God, and that you are not your own? 20For you were bought with a 
price; therefore glorify God in your body.  
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

Gospel:    John 1:43-51 
In John’s gospel, Jesus’ ministry begins with the call of disciples, who then 
bring others to Jesus. Philip’s friend Nathanael moves from skepticism to 
faith when he accepts the invitation to “Come and see.”  
The Holy Gospel According to St. Luke 
Glory to you, O Lord 
43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to 
him, “Follow me.” 44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and 
Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about 
whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph 
from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47When  
Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an 
Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked him, “Where did 
you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree  
before Philip called you.” 49Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of 
God! You are the King of Israel!” 50Jesus answered, “Do you believe  
because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater 
things than these.” 51And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see 
heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the 
Son of Man.”  
Praise to you O Christ 
 
Sermon                 Rev. Robarge 
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     HYMN OF THE DAY  VS ALL         
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Together We Say What We Believe 

APOSTLES CREED  

 

     ALL: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 
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We Offer Our Prayers and Thanksgiving 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION       
Trusting in God’s good news of great joy for all people, we offer our prayers 
for ourselves, our neighbors, and the world God loves.  
Hear us, O God. God of grace,  
“receive our prayer.” 
        
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy  
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we  
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. AMEN 
 
OFFERING SONG     
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures here below;  
praise God, above, ye heav’nly host;  
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER  
Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you. 
In bread and cup you open heaven to us. Meet us at this table, 
that we receive what we seek and follow your Son, Jesus, 
in whose name we pray.  
AMEN 

Offering Plates are Located by the doors to the Sanctuary or 
You may mail your  financial gifts to  the church.  

Attn: Pat Hogan 
5615 Palmyra Rd SW, Lordstown 44481 

   Going Forth to Serve     
BLESSING 
L: God who names you, 
Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you, ☩ bless you 
and remain with you always.  
AMEN 
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SENDING HYMN      VS ALL 

DISMISSAL 
 

L: Go in peace. You are God’s beloved.  
ALL: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE   
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PRAYER LIST & PASTORAL CONCERNS  
Please keep our loved ones in your prayers this week 

 

Immediate & Ongoing Health Concerns:  Lucas Paxson, Ron 
Hill, Phyllis Housel, Jean Housel, Ted Paxson, Leo Divencenzo,  
Tiffany Fellows, Destiny Givens, Anna Strickland, JoAnn 
Leepard, Joe Harrison, Molly and Family, Mary Sabol, Mark 
Molnar, Laura Paxson, Rachael Ann, Ilona Rupnik,  
Linda Behner, Judy Beckwith 
Compassion Child: Marc Yvans.              
Active Duty Military: Julian Krusely, Jason Layfield,  
Talon Brown, Kiana Gates 
Scout Troop 20 and its leaders   
Our Monthly Mission Outreach and The Children of  
Lordstown Elementary School  
World Peace: Especially for those living in the region of Ukraine 
and Russia.   

Please call the church office at 330 399-7227,  
Text or Call Drea at 330-770-5585,  or email us at  

ltownlutheran@yahoo.com to notify us of friends or relatives who need 
to be added or removed from the Prayer List.  

NEXT SUNDAY, Sunday,  January 21, 2024 
Third Sunday after Epiphany First Read-

ing:  Jonah 3:1-5, 10  
Psalm: Psalm 62:5-12  

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31  
Gospel: Mark 1:14-20  

Altar Flowers  
Donated by an Anonymous Donor 

To provide altar flowers for worship, please sign up on the  
poster in the church lobby. $25 for one vase $50 for two.   


