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  Worship Bulletin 
 Sunday, March 3, 2024 

Lordstown Lutheran Church 
 

Rev. Brian Shields —Pastor  
Mrs. Margaret Thomas — Organist 
Mrs. Lois Dorazio—Choir Director 

Mrs. Dolly Lutz - Lector 
 
 

We welcome you to worship with us this morning and we’re glad you are 
here. May God bless our time together and may you feel renewed and  

refreshed as we celebrate God’s  unconditional love for the world. Thank 
you for joining us today and we hope you will  

return again soon.  
 Children’s Sunday School meets on the 2nd & 4th  

Sundays during worship, and Children’s Service project on the 5th  
Sunday during the School year. As a courtesy the congregation does  

not stand during worship unless instructed to do so. 
 
 

Today’s Worship Theme 
 

The third covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the central one of  
Israel’s history: the gift of the law to those God freed from slavery. The  
commandments begin with the statement that because God alone has 
freed us from the powers that oppressed us, we are to let nothing else 

claim first place in our lives. When Jesus throws the merchants out of the 
temple, he is defending the worship of God alone and rejecting the ways 

commerce and profit-making can become our gods. The Ten  
Commandments are essential to our baptismal call: centered first in God’s 
liberating love, we strive to live out justice and mercy in our communities 

and the world.  
 

Entering Into God’s Presence 
 
WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE - A Quiet Time for Reflection  
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Confession and Forgiveness 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at  
baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
who writes the law on our hearts, 
who draws all people together through Jesus. 
 
P: Amen 
 
L: Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin 
in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
L: Holy God,  
 
P: we confess that we are caught in snares of sin 
and cannot break free. 
We hoard resources while our neighbors 
are hungry and cold. 
We speak in ways that silence others. 
We are silent when we should speak up. 
We keep score in our hearts. 
We let hurts grow into hatred. 
For all these things and for sins only you know, 
forgive us, Lord. 
Amen. 
 
L: Here is a flood of grace: 
Out of love for the whole world, 
God draws near to us, 
breaks every snare of sin, 
washes away our wrongs, 
and restores the promise of life through ☩  Jesus Christ. 
 

P: Amen 
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GATHERING HYMN  ALL VERSES  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
L: The love of God poured into our hearts, the saving grace of Jesus 
Christ, and the abundant life of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
ALL: And also with you. 
L: Let us pray together. 
ALL: Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully 
and act courageously. Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace, 
and teach us the wisdom that comes only through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  
AMEN 
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God’s Word for Us Today 

First Reading:    Exodus 20:1-17    LECTOR 
After escaping from slavery, the Israelites come to Mount Sinai, where 
God teaches them how to live in community. The Ten Commandments 
proclaim that God alone is worthy of worship. Flowing from God, the life of 
the community flourishes when based on honesty, trust, fidelity, and  
respect for life, family, and property.  
 
 1God spoke all these words: 
 2I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out 
of the house of slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me. 
 4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything 
that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the 
water under the earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or worship them; 
for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the  
iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who  
reject me, 6but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of 
those who love me and keep my commandments. 
 7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for 
the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 
 8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor 
and do all your work. 10But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your 
God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your 
male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your 
towns. 11For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and 
all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed 
the sabbath day and consecrated it. 
 12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in 
the land that the Lord your God is giving you. 
 13You shall not murder. 
 14You shall not commit adultery. 
 15You shall not steal. 
 16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
 17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your 
neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that 
belongs to your neighbor.  
 
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

Special Music 
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 Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 1:18-25 LECTOR 
The word of the cross is pure foolishness and nonsense to the world  
because it claims that God is mostly revealed in weakness, humiliation, 
and death. But through such divine foolishness and weakness, God is 
working to save us. The center of Paul’s preaching is Christ crucified.  
18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the de-
bater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 
world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God  

Psalm:    Psalm 19      LECTOR    
The commandment of the Lord gives light to the eyes. (Ps. 19:8)  
  1The heavens declare the glory of God, 
  and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork. 
 2One day tells its tale to another, 
  and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
 3Although they have no words or language, 
  and their voices are not heard, 
 4their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the 
ends of the world, where God has pitched a tent for the sun. 
 5It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
  it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 
 6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs 
about to the end of it again; nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 
 7The teaching of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul; 
  the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 
 8The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; 
 the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes. 
 9The fear of the Lord is clean and endures forever; 
  the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 
 10More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, 
  sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 
 11By them also is your servant enlightened, 
  and in keeping them there is great reward. 
 12Who can detect one’s own offenses? 
  Cleanse me from my secret faults. 
 13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get  
dominion over me; then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of 
a great offense. 
 14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be  
acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.   
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Gospel:  John 2:13-22 
Jesus attacks the commercialization of religion by driving merchants out 
of the temple. When challenged, he responds mysteriously, with the first 
prediction of his own death and resurrection. In the midst of a seemingly 
stable religious center, Jesus suggests that the center itself has changed.  
The Holy Gospel According to St. John 
Glory to you, O Lord 
 
13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to  
Jerusalem. 14In the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and 
doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. 15Making a whip 
of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the 
cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and  
overturned their tables. 16He told those who were selling the doves, 
“Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a  
marketplace!” 17His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for 
your house will consume me.” 18The Jews then said to him, “What sign 
can you show us for doing this?” 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this 
temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “This 
temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise 
it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking of the temple of his 
body. 22After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered 
that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that 
Jesus had spoken.  
The Gospel of the Lord,  
Praise to you O Christ 
 

 Sermon          Rev. Shields 
 

through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our  
proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and 
Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling 
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 
God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s 
weakness is stronger than human strength. The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
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       HYMN OF THE DAY  ALL VERSES      
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Together We Say What We Believe 

APOSTLES CREED  

 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 
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We Offer Our Prayers and Thanksgiving 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION       
At the end of each intercessory prayer the Pastor says:  
”  Hear us, O God.“ and the people respond  
“Your mercy is great.” 
        
 
OFFERING SONG     
O Bless the Gifts  
O bless the gifts our hands have brought; 
And bless the work our hearts have planned.  
Ours is the faith, the will, the thought;  
The rest, O God, is in Your hand 
 
OFFERING PRAYER  
 
Jesus, you are the bread of life 
and the host of this meal. 
Bless these gifts that we have gathered 
that all people may know your goodness. 
Feed us not only with this holy food 
but with hunger for justice and peace. 
We pray this in your name. 
AMEN 

Offering Plates are Located by the doors to the Sanctuary or 
You may mail your  financial gifts to  the church.  

Attn: Pat Hogan 
5615 Palmyra Rd SW, Lordstown 44481 
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The Great Thanksgiving 
  

This Table of Christ welcomes all without exception. Join us 
and experience the love of Christ as we come together to 
share in this sacred meal.  
CHILDREN MAY ALSO RECEIVE A PASTORAL BLESSING. PLEASE 
TAKE A SMALL CUP FROM THE TRAY WHEN IT IS OFFERED. WINE 
WILL BE POURED FOR EACH PERSON BY AN ASSISTANT AND 
GRAPE JUICE WILL BE AVAILABLE IN THE CENTER OF THE CUP 
TRAY IF PREFERRED. BREAD WILL BE BROKEN INTO SMALL  
PIECES AT THE COMMUNION RAIL AND GIVEN TO EACH PERSON. 
 
DIALOGUE 
 
L: The Lord be with you. 
P: And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts. 
P: We lift them to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the  
Lord our God. 
P: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE OF THE DAY 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
SANCTUS (tune: Holy, holy, holy)        
   
  Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty! 
  Heav’n and earth embrace your glory 
  Praise we cry to you. 
  Blessed is the One who comes in your name. 
  Hosanna, hosanna, praise forevermore. 
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PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 
 
Holy God, we praise you. Let the heavens be joyful, and the earth 
be glad. We bless you for creating the whole world; for your 
promises to your people Israel, and for Jesus Christ in whom 
your fullness dwells. 
 
Born of Mary, he shares our life. Eating with sinners, he  
welcomes us. Guiding his children, he leads us. Visiting the sick, 
he heals us. Dying on the cross, he saves us. Risen from the 
dead, he gives new life. Living with you, he prays for us. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the  
remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
 
With thanksgiving we take this bread and this cup and proclaim 
the mystery of faith. 
 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us, that this meal may be a  
communion in the body and blood of our Lord. Make us one with 
Christ and with all who share this feast. Unite us in faith,  
encourage us with hope, and inspire us to love, that we may 
serve as your faithful disciples until we feast at your table in glory. 
 
We praise you, eternal God, through Christ your Word made 
flesh, in the holy and life-giving Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER  
 

L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  
kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen.                                                 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
 

L: Bread for the journey. 
A feast for hungry hearts. Come! 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 
P: Through the great Comforter, Advocate, and our faithful Guide, we 
have become a part of God’s holy love. And so we pray to the eternal one 
 
ALL: Generous God, 
at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. 
As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread, 
now make us one loaf to feed the world; 
in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life. 
AMEN 

Going Forth to Serve 
     
BLESSING 
Beloved, we are God’s own people, 
holy, washed, renewed. 
God bless you and keep you, shower you with mercy, 
fill you with courage, and ☩ give you peace.  
AMEN               
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SENDING HYMN     ALL VERSES  
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DISMISSAL 
 

L: Go in peace. Share your bread.  
ALL: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE   
 

Sunday, March 24, 2024  
at 10:00 A.M. 

Guest Minister 
Chaplain Linda Weidenbach 

Friday, March 29, 2024  
at 7:00 P.M. 
Guest Minister 

Rev. Steve Brown 

Sunday, March 31, 2024  
at 10:00 A.M. 

Guest Minister 
Rev. Steve Brown 
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PRAYER LIST & PASTORAL CONCERNS  
Please keep our loved ones in your prayers this week 

In our Thoughts and Prayers:  Jean Housel joined our Lord on 
February 24, 2024. Please keep Jean’s family in your thoughts 
and Prayers.  

Immediate & Ongoing Health Concerns:  Lucas Paxson, Ron 
Hill, Phyllis Housel, Ted Paxson, Leo Divencenzo,  
Tiffany Fellows, Destiny Givens, Anna Strickland, JoAnn 
Leepard, Joe Harrison, Molly and Family, Mary Sabol, Mark 
Molnar, Laura Paxson, Rachael Ann, Ilona Rupnik,  
Linda Behner, Judy Beckwith, Phyllis Knox 
Compassion Child: Marc Yvans.              
Active Duty Military: Julian Krusely, Jason Layfield,  
Talon Brown, Kiana Gates 
Scout Troop 20 and its leaders   
Our Monthly Mission Outreach and The Children of  
Lordstown Elementary School  
World Peace: Especially for those living in the region of Ukraine 
and Russia.   

Please call the church office at 330 399-7227,  
Text or Call Drea at 330-770-5585,  or email us at  

ltownlutheran@yahoo.com to notify us of friends or relatives who need 
to be added or removed from the Prayer List.  

NEXT SUNDAY, Sunday, March 10, 2024 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

First Reading:  Numbers 21:4-9  
Psalm: Psalm  107:1-3, 17-22  

Second Reading:  Ephesians 2:1-10  
Gospel: John 3:14-21  

  

Altar Flowers  
Donated by an Anonymous Donor 

To provide altar flowers for worship, please sign up on the  
poster in the church lobby. $25 for one vase $50 for two.   

Lent Soup Suppers Wednesday’s  
 

At 6:00 P.M. on  
March 6th, March 13th, &  March 20th 

 

Soup Supper will be followed by  
fellowship with readings, discussions, games, 

and praise songs.  
Please bring your own place setting  


