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  Worship Bulletin 
 Sunday, December 17, 2023 
Lordstown Lutheran Church 

 
Rev. Haldon Robarge —Pastor  

Mrs. Margaret Thomas— Organist 
Mrs. Lois Dorazio—Choir Director 

Mrs. Barb Paxson - Lectors 
 
 

We welcome you to worship with us this morning and we’re glad you are 
here. May God bless our time together and may you feel renewed and  

refreshed as we celebrate God’s  unconditional love for the world. Thank 
you for joining us today and we hope you will return again soon.  

 Children’s Sunday School meets on the 2nd & 4th  
Sundays during worship, and Children’s Service project on the 5th  

Sunday during the School year. As a courtesy the congregation does  
not stand during worship unless instructed to do so. 

 
Today’s Worship Theme 

 
“Rejoice always,” begins the reading from 1 Thessalonians. Isaiah and the 

psalmist make clear that God is turning our mourning into laughter and 
shouts of joy. “All God’s children got a robe,” go the words of a spiritual. It is 

not so much a stately, formal, pressed outfit as it is a set of party clothes, 
clothes we are happy to wear. We receive that robe in baptism, and in wor-

ship we gather for a foretaste of God’s party.  
 
 

Entering Into God’s Presence 
 
WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE - A Quiet Time for Reflection  
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Confession and Forgiveness 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at  
baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,  
who opens the heavens 
and draws near to us with salvation. 
 
P: Amen 
 
L: God is patient and merciful, desiring all to come to repentance. 
Trusting this promise of grace, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
L: Everlasting God,  
 
P: you love justice and you hate wrongdoing. 
We confess the fear, greed, and self-centeredness 
that make us reluctant to work against oppression. 
We are complicit in systems of exploitation. 
We choose comfort over courage. 
We are careless with creation’s bounty. 
Look upon us with mercy. 
Turn our hearts again to you. 
Make us glad to do your will and to walk in your ways 
for the sake of our waiting world. 
Amen. 
 
L: Hear these words of assurance: 
God clothes you with garments of salvation 
and covers you with robes of righteousness. 
In the tender compassion of ☩ Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. 
God’s covenant is eternal, 
and God’s blessing rests upon us all. 
P: Amen
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GATHERING HYMN  vs ALL 
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The Advent Wreath  
One of the best-known customs for the season is the Advent wreath. The 

wreath and winter candle-lighting amid growing darkness strengthen some 
of the Advent images found in the Bible. The unbroken circle of greens is 

clearly an image of ever- lasting life, a victory wreath, the crown of Christ, or 
the wheel of time itself. Christians use the wreath as a sign that Christ  
reaches into our time to lead us to the light of everlasting life. The four  

candles mark the  
progress of the four weeks of  

Advent and the growth of light. Sometimes the wreath is embellished with  
natural dried flowers or fruit. Its evergreen branches lead the household and 

the congregation to the evergreen Christmas tree. In many homes, the  
family gathers for prayers around the wreath.  

Advent Hymn Vs 3 

 

 Third Sunday of Advent  
Falatic Family 

L: Praise to you, O God, who holds our joy and sorrow.  
You bring water to parched ground and life out of death.  
Bless us as this light grows, and send sorrow and sighing to flee  
away. Give us strength and patience, trusting that you are true to your prom-
ises. Transform the lives of all who suffer  
with your wonders near at hand. 
ALL: Amen.  
   Light the Third Candle  
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Special Music 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
L: The love of God poured into our hearts, the saving grace of  
Jesus Christ, and the abundant life of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
ALL: And also with you. 
L: Let us pray together. 
ALL: Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our 
ears to the words of your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we 
may testify to your light; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  
AMEN 

God’s Word for Us Today 
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First Reading:    Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11  LECTOR 
Though the people had returned to Jerusalem from exile in Babylon, they 
continued to face hardship and oppression. In the language of the jubilee 
year described in Leviticus 25, the prophet, moved by the spirit of God,  
announces deliverance for those who are oppressed and comfort for those 
who mourn.  
1The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
  because the Lord has anointed me; 
 he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
  to bind up the brokenhearted, 
 to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
  and release to the prisoners; 
 2to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, 
  and the day of vengeance of our God; 
  to comfort all who mourn; 
 3to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 
  to give them a garland instead of ashes, 
 the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
  the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
 They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
  the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. 
 4They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
  they shall raise up the former devastations; 
 they shall repair the ruined cities, 
  the devastations of many generations. 
 
 8For I the Lord love justice, 
  I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 
 I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
  and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
 9Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 
  and their offspring among the peoples; 
 all who see them shall acknowledge 
  that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. 
 10I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 
  my whole being shall exult in my God; 
 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
  he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
 as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
  and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
  and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
 so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
  to spring up before all the nations.  
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
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Psalm:126        LECTOR    
 
The Lord has done great things for us. (Ps. 126:3)  
  
1When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
  then were we like those who dream. 
 2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue 
 with shouts of joy. Then they said among the nations, 
 “The Lord has done great things for them.” 
 3The Lord has done great things for us, 
  and we are glad indeed. 
 4Restore our fortunes, O Lord, 
  like the watercourses of the Negeb.  
 5Those who sowed with tears 
  will reap with songs of joy. 
 6Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, 
  will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.  

Second Reading:   1 Thessalonians 5:16-24   LECTOR 
 
Paul concludes his letter to the Thessalonians by encouraging them to live 
lives of continual joy, prayer, and thanksgiving. The closing blessing is 
grounded in the hope of Christ’s coming.  
 
16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all  
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not 
quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise the words of prophets, 21but test  
everything; hold fast to what is good; 22abstain from every form of evil. 
 23May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit 
and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 24The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.  
 
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
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Gospel:    John 1:6-8, 19-28 
John’s gospel describes Jesus as the “light of the world.” John the Baptist is 
presented as a witness to Jesus, one who directs attention away from  
himself to Christ, the true light.  
The Holy Gospel According to St. John 
Glory to you, O Lord 
 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a 
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He  
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 
 
 19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and  
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed and 
did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” 21And they asked 
him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the  
prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let 
us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about  
yourself?” 23He said, 
 “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
 ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ” 
as the prophet Isaiah said. 
 24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, “Why 
then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the 
prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands 
one whom you do not know, 27the one who is coming after me; I am not 
worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 28This took place in  
Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.   
 
Praise to you O Christ 
 

Sermon                 Rev. Robarge 
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     HYMN OF THE DAY  VS ALL         
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Together We Say What We Believe 

APOSTLES CREED  

 

     ALL: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 
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We Offer Our Prayers and Thanksgiving 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION       
At the end of each intercessory prayer the Pastor says:  
” Merciful God,” and the people respond  
“receive our prayer.” 
        
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy  
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we  
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. AMEN 
 
OFFERING SONG     
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures here below;  
praise God, above, ye heav’nly host;  
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER  
God our provider, by your merciful hand 
abundance springs up from the earth. 
Receive and bless these gifts of your own bounty. 
Let them be a sign of your steadfast love 
and faithfulness for all people, through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
AMEN 

Offering Plates are Located by the doors to the Sanctuary or 
You may mail your  financial gifts to  the church.  

Attn: Pat Hogan 
5615 Palmyra Rd SW, Lordstown 44481 

   Going Forth to Serve     
BLESSING 
L: The God of peace bless you, 
the love of Christ sustain you in hope, 
and the anointing of the Spirit☩ remain upon you 
now and forever. 
AMEN 
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SENDING HYMN     ALL VS  
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DISMISSAL 
 

L: Go in peace. Keep awake  
ALL: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE   
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NEXT SUNDAY, Sunday, December 24, 2023 
Christmas Eve Candlelit Service 7:00 PM 

NO 10 AM Service 
First Reading:  2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16  

Psalm: Luke 1:46b-55  
Second Reading: Romans 16:25-27  

Gospel: Luke 1:26-38  
  

PRAYER LIST & PASTORAL CONCERNS  
Please keep our loved ones in your prayers this week 

 

Immediate & Ongoing Health Concerns: Lucas Paxson, Ron 
Hill, Phyllis Housel, Jean Housel, Ted Paxson, Leo Divencenzo, 
Tiffany Fellows, Destiny Givens, Anna Strickland, JoAnn 
Leepard, Joe Harrison, Molly and Family, Mary Sabol, Mark 
Molnar, Laura Paxson, Rachael Ann, Ilona Rupnik, 

Harvey Lutz Jr.  

Compassion Child: Marc Yvans.              

Active Duty Military: Julian Krusely, Jason Layfield,  

Talon Brown, Kiana Gates 

Scout Troop 20 and its leaders   

Our Monthly Mission Outreach and The Children of  

Lordstown Elementary School  
World Peace: Especially for those living in the region of Ukraine 
and Russia.   

Please call the church office at 330 399-7227 or  
email us at ltownlutheran@yahoo.com to notify us of friends or  
relatives who need to be added or removed from the Prayer List.  

Altar Flowers  
Donated by an Anonymous Donor 

To provide altar flowers for worship, please sign up on the  
poster in the church lobby. $25 for one vase $50 for two.   


