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Creating a Community of Love
Summer 2022 “Love Notes”
June July August
Dear Friends,
As summer begins, your Bishop, Laura Barbins, is inviting all members
and pastors of the Northeast Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America to take a four week Sabbath rest this summer. She is giving us all
permission to cancel all meetings, to not print a newsletter, to stop all special
programs and cancel all group gatherings, even mission work. To prove her
point, the Synod office will be supplying sermons and other worship helps so
that everyone gets a break. If you are interested in the specifics of Bishop
Barbins invitation to a summer Sabbath, you’ll find them here https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=nVx-X6g4jvU Each of you will have to decide on
your own how you can best take advantage of her encouragement for a four
week Sabbath from church activities this summer. One caveat, Bishop Barbins
is not suggesting a Sabbath from Sunday worship.
While I was off last month, I allowed myself time to reflect on my
ministry among you during the past three years. I began serving as your Interim Minister on Boy Scout Sunday, February 2019. Before the end of my first
year, we were shut down by Covid and didn’t open again until almost two years
later. As a pastor, beginning again in a new church is always difficult. It takes
lots of time and many personal interactions to get a feeling for congregational
history, achievements, disappointments and the many personalities that make
up every congregation. It is the same for all of you. Building successful, positive relationships requires an investment of time and sharing in both directions. With Covid, neither of us has had much chance to properly begin a new
ministry together. So, as I begin my fourth year among you, please know that I
love serving as your pastor and I love you. I’ve even learned to spell Lutheran
without too much thought. On pages 6 and 11 you’ll find some other thoughts I
wanted to share with you as we venture into year 4 of our mutual ministry.
I pray that you have felt loved, comforted and challenged by my ministry
among you. And I pray that the coming years will reveal for all of us, more love,
more truth, and more light as we are led by the Holy Spirit to share in Christian
ministry together and among God’s people.

See You In Church! Pastor Kate

The Activities Sign Up Table has relocated to the Lobby at the bottom of the stairs.

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING, TUESDAY, JUNE 28th, 6:30pm
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Congratulations Jackie!

Jackie is graduating with honors from
Lordstown High School. She plans to study
Mechanical Engineering at The Ohio State
University. We wish her Godspeed!
The entire church family is invited to Jackie’s
Graduation Party on
June 11th from 4:00 -8:00pm at
2861 Silver Fox Dr. SW Lordstown, OH
Lordstown Lutheran’s Mascot Of The Month
Benny
Benny is a new member of the Mitch and Barb Paxson
Family. They say Benny is special is so special, because
he is sweet and so loving, also funny and smart.

Do you have a Mascot of the Month you’d like to nominate?
Just text a picture of your pet to 330-770-5585 and tell us why
they’re so special. We’re looking for a FALL ‘22 nominee!

From The Pastor’s Bookshelf
Summer Reading Suggestions...
(Paperback/Audible)
Religion/Spirituality/Jesus/Christianity

Fiction/Non-fiction/World Concerns/Politics

How Jesus Became God :
the Exaltation of a Jewish Preacher from Galilee by Bart D. Ehrman

Thunderstruck A true story of love, murder,
and the end of the world’s “great hush.”
by Erik Larson

Freeing Jesus: Rediscovering Jesus as Friend,
Teacher, Savior, Lord, Way, and Presence

Bomber Mafia, A Dream, a Temptation, and
the Longest Night of the Second World War
by Malcolm Gladwell

The Gnostic Gospels By Elaine Pagels

Extra Life, A Short History of Living
Longer by Steven Johnson
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REUNION CELEBRATION
FELLOWSHIP FOREVER- PENTECOST PARTY
JUNE 5TH 10am TO 3pm—On the Church Lawn

Come and Be Our Guest—Nothing to Bring But Yourself and Your Friends

RECOGNITION OF 50 YEAR MEMBERS
Reserve Your Spot Today 330-399-7227

ACTIVITES

MENU

Quilt Raffle
Hand painted BQ Raffle
Corn Hole Tournament
Badminton
Bubbles
Free Throw Tournament
Group Photo
Worship

Betteridge Brisket
Salad
Noodles & Cabbage
Cheesy Potatoes
Green Beans, Rolls
Dessert
Lemonade, Coffee,
Water

In case of inclement weather – This special event will be held indoors at the church.

CHILDREN’S SUMMER CHOIR—2ND & 4TH SUNDAYS
Children will leave from and return to the Sanctuary during worship. This is a
wonderful opportunity , we hope you choose these special Sundays during June,
July and August to expose your child to this unique experience.
PLEASE SIGN UP ON THE LOBBY TABLE
Children will sing during worship on September 11th for our Fall Worship Kick-off.
CHILDREN’S CHOIR DATES—MARK YOU CALENDARS
June 12, June 26
July 10, July 24
Aug, 14, Aug., 28

This year’s Trinity Sunday falls on June 12. Trinity Sunday is a
Christian festival widely celebrated by Western Churches. It falls on
the first Sunday after Pentecost, which is the 50th day after Easter.
The day honors the descent of the Holy Spirit on Jesus’ apostles and
followers. Trinity Sunday, in its essence, celebrates the mystery of
faith and unity on and of the Holy Trinity: the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit. The Trinity is not mentioned in Scripture, but Christians belonging to Western Churches celebrate it and God’s love for
humans because of their faith and utmost appreciation for the Trinity
itself. Many Western Churches celebrate the occasion with symbols
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of fire, wind, and a dove.

Father’s Day June 12th.
Why not start your day with worship at 10 A.M.?
We hope to see you then. Happy Father’s Day!
Cards Class—1st Thursday of the Month

June 9 July 7 August 4
11:00 A.M. in Fellowship Hall

Cost $15.00 Includes : 15 Cards and Envelopes
(3 Card Designs of 5 each)
all supplies provided for easily creating beautiful handmade greeting cards.

The sign up sheet is located in the Narthex, Or call 330-399-7227

Bring your lunch, skip lunch or order with others from Ross's Eatery in Lordstown.

QUESTIONS—Call 330-399-7227 (ask for Drea) or email ltownlutheranchurch@yahoo.com

Men & Women’s Church Golf League

Starting in June! Meet at Duck Creek Golf Course every
Wednesday at 5:00p.m. (Weather Permitting)
Cost is $12:00 for half a cart. For more info call Mark Falatic 330-872-5713

DORCAS CIRCLE

Meets Monthly, on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays Join
us, as we design, sew, cut and measure our
projects for shut-ins, hospital and nursing home
residents, and for Lutheran World Relief.
Call the church, 330-399-7227
for more information

Adult Sunday School
& Discussion Group
On Summer Recess
Begins Again Sept. 18th

MONTHLY
COFEE
FELLOWSHIP

We meet on the 1st, 2nd, 3rd Sundays
in Fellowship Hall 11:00 to 12:15pm
Join us anytime!
Looking for fall curriculum suggestions
Call Pastor Kate 330-472-0228

Last Sunday of the Month

June 26, July 31,
August 28
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Please sign up to host on the Lobby Table

The Ponderings of Your Pastor…
Along my journey of faith, I‘ve come to realize that there is a real difference between religion and spirituality. In so doing, I’ve also come to realize that the term “spiritual” describes me better than “religious”. My Christian faith, the teachings of Jesus, Jewish history, Sunday worship, liturgy, hymns, and fellowship all work together in my life to deepen my
spiritual connection with all things. It is in that spiritual connection that I find God, that I
experience God’s love and it is where I have found the peace that passes all understanding.
Below is a “REACH OUT” blog post that may help you understand better my definition of
spirituality and why I believe it best describes my faith. If you’re interested, please read on...

What is spirituality?

“Recognizing the difference between spirituality and religion can be a great way to begin
to understand what spirituality means to different people. There are many types of spirituality
that people sometimes base their beliefs around and also many different reasons people practice
spirituality.
Spirituality is something that’s often debated and commonly misunderstood. Many people confuse spirituality with religion and so bring pre–existing beliefs about the impact of religion
to discussions about spirituality. Though all religions emphasize spirituality as being an important part of faith, it’s possible to be ‘spiritual’ without necessarily being a part of an organized
religious community.
What’s the difference between religion and spirituality? Spirituality and religion can be
hard to tell apart but there are some pretty defined differences between the two. Religion is a specific set of organized beliefs and practices, usually shared by a community or group. Spirituality is
more of an individual practice and has to do with having a sense of peace and purpose. It also relates to the process of developing beliefs around the meaning of life and connection with others.
One way that might help you to understand the relationship between spirituality and religion is to imagine a game of football. The rules, referees, other players, and field markings help
guide you as you play the game. It is in a similar way that religion might guide you to find your
spirituality. Kicking the ball around a park, without having to play on the field or with all the
rules and regulations, can also give you fulfilment and fun while it still expresses the essence of the
game. This is similar to spirituality in life. People might identify themselves as being any combination of religious and spiritual, but to be religious does not automatically make you spiritual or vice
–versa.
There are also different types of spirituality. Mystical spirituality is based around a desire
to move beyond the material world, beyond the senses, ego and even beyond time. This approach
centers on personal relationships and a sense of unity with all things. Intellectual spirituality focuses on building knowledge and understanding of spirituality through analyzing history and
spiritual theories. This approach can be found in the study of religion, also known as theology.
Service spirituality is a common form of spirituality in many religious faiths. This is predominantly
built around serving others as a form of spiritual expression. Social spirituality is often practiced
by people who experience a spiritual feeling in the company of others. Social support is also as one
of the important aspects of spirituality in general.
Why do people practice spirituality? Many people see spirituality as a great way of seeking
solace and peace in their life. Spirituality is also used as a way of gaining perspective, recognizing
that our role in life has a greater value than just what we do every day. It can separate a person
from dependence on material things and establish a greater purpose.”
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courtesy of the REACHOUT Blog post

God’s Work
Marc

Our Compassion
International
Child Supported by
Lordstown Church

Please earmark your
donations for
Compassion
International Support
Thank You!

Our Gifts

Volunteer STILL Needed to Maintain
the Bailey Memorial Garden

The small garden is located under the
church sign in front of the church. Please
call the church if you are willing to care for
this garden. Thank you. 330-399-7227

MISSION STATEMENT

To serve God’s people in all times and
circumstances; showing the saving love
of Christ, our Lord.

Links to ELCA websites
For information regarding the wider Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
www.neos-elca.org– Weekly Synod News www. elca.org - general ELCA news

Sunday Altar Flowers
Needed
The Altar Flower sign up sheet is located on the poster stand in
the church NARTHEX
Or you may call the church 330-399-7227
The cost is $15 for one Vase or $30 for two vases.
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June Mission Project

During the Month of June, please bring in
disposable diapers and disposable diaper wipes.
They will be donated to Emmanuel Lutheran Clothes Closet to help our friends in need in the Warren area. Any Sizes
are Fine. If you would prefer to make a Monetary Donation,
Simply make a check out to Lordstown Lutheran Church
with “June Mission Project” in the memo line.
Donations of Diapers and Wipes can be left by the Mission Table in the lobby.

July Mission Project

During the Month of July, please bring in Toilet Paper
for Emmanuel Lutheran Clothes Closet. It is a basic
necessity that they are always in need of. If you would
prefer to make a Monetary Donation, Simply make a
check out to Lordstown Lutheran Church with “July Mission Project” in
the memo line.
Donations of Toilet Paper can be left by the Mission Table in the lobby.

August Mission Project
During the Month of August, we will be collecting
tooth paste and brushes for Emmanuel Lutheran
Food Pantry. Any brands will do, Adult and Children’s
tooth paste and brushes. If you would prefer to make
a Monetary Donation, Simply make a check out to
Lordstown Lutheran Church with “August Mission
Project” in the memo line.

Donations of Toothpaste and tooth brushes can be left by the Mission Table
in the lobby.

So much for your continued generosity to all of our
monthly mission projects.
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CALLING ALL PRAYER WARRIORS

You Are Invited to Join Pastor Kate in a
commitment to pray for peace in the Ukraine.
Are you willing to let your community know
that you have a heart of prayer for peace?
Are you willing to add your first name
to the growing list of Lordstown Lutherans who
will declare publicly that you support peace?
If so, please sign up in the church lobby, email the
church at ltownlutheran@yahoo.com or call the
office and leave us a message. Thank You!
WHAT WOULD JESUS DO—WHAT WILL YOU DO?

LORDSTOWN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PANTRY
Sponsored by Lordstown Lutheran Church

IN COOPERATION WITH SECOND HARVEST FOOD BANK—MAHONING VALLEY
https://mahoningvalleysecondharvest.org/
Let’s Fill Our Red Bins !
Drop you donations off in the
RED BINS at the lobby doors.
Kid friendly—easy to prepare
—shelf stable

The School Pantry provides
Food for families all summer.
Please don’t let our children
down. They are depending on us.
Together We CAN
do this!

(no peanut products, please)
If you prefer, you may mail a donation to the church,
Please make your check payable to:
Lordstown Lutheran Church with Children’s Pantry in the memo line
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Michelle Knox and Your Team of Volunteers
for sharing all your time, talents and gifts to make the
Fellowship Forever Pentecost Party all come
together
Summer Coffee Fellowship Hosts
Barb Paxson for leading the children’s music program
this summer
Our Scout Troop and its leaders for set up and take
down of tables and chairs for the Fellowship Forever
Pentecost Party event
Sunday Morning Ushers for welcoming our Guest
Ministers and all worshippers
Margaret Thomas for keeping our church gardens
beautiful
Families who ordered altar flowers for worship

To Lordstown Lutheran Church,
May 2022
Just a little thank you for the beautiful flowers you
sent to me. The flowers and your love are greatly
appreciated.
Love,
Suzette
Pastor Kate & Church Family,

May 2022

Thank you for all your support for Destiny.
She was going to get out Sunday, but they kept her again. Her mental
health is still very bad.
Thank you for the cards for her and prayers. See you soon I hope.
Love,
Michelle Givhan
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DURING SUMMER MONTHS CHECK YOUR WEEKLY WORSHIP BULLETIN FOR UPDATES

Please let us know how your loved one is doing and let us know if
there is anything else the church can do for you.

PRAYER LIST & PASTORAL CONCERNS
Please keep our loved ones in your prayers this week
Immediate Health Concerns: Nancy, Carol, Connie, Mike N., Diane, David, Rich, Lyn, Eleanor, Zachary H. Doris, Ron H.,
Destiny
Ongoing Health Concerns: Joann, Joe, Ann, Robert, Leo, Jay, OliviaRose, Elijah, Tiffany, Lucas, Ted P., Skip, Steve, Cindy, Phyllis H, Jean H.,
Ed, Pauline
Compassion Child: Marc Yvans.
Active Duty Military: Julian Krusely, Jason Layfield
Church Sponsored Scout Troop 20 and its leaders
Our Monthly Mission Outreach and The Children of Lordstown Elementary School
World Peace: Especially for those living in the region of Ukraine and
Russia. That a loving heart of compassion would prevail within Vladimir
Putin and his top advisors.
Thank you for your prayers
Please call the church office at 330 399-7227 to notify us of friends or relatives
who need to be added or removed from the Prayer List,
would like a home visit, or Home Communion.

May Church Attendance
May 1st - 38
May 8th - 50
May 15th - 33
May 22nd - 36
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More Ponderings by Your Pastor…

Over 20 years ago I was involved with an ecumenical group of Akron Pastors and the Lily
Foundation. As a newly ordained minister I was thrilled to be in partnership with ministers from a variety of Christian denominations. Together we read, studied, discussed, experienced, prayed and prepared ourselves for church leadership in the 21st century. It was a glorious and informative time of
travel both nationally and internationally. It was also a time when the teachings of my childhood faith
faced the questions of my inquisitive, adult mind. It was then that I began a long quest for my spiritual
and religious truth.
Together we learned about a loosely structured Christian organization where like minded, inquisitive, questioning Christians were sharing their recent enlightenment with regard to understanding
Christian scriptures for the 21st century. Today this organization is known as
Progressive Christianity. It is not a denomination, a sect, a cult or a church. Despite the term
progressive, the organization has nothing to do with politics, progressive or liberal.
Keep in mind that I am sharing my own personal spiritual truth. It informs everything I do, say,
and think. It is a part of my faith journey of enlightenment and discovery as I grow in my understanding
of who God is and how God works in the world. Serving as your minister I respect the teachings of the
Lutheran Church and I do my best to guide and serve you in your faith journeys. If you’re interested in
learning a little more about my beliefs, please continue reading...

What I Believe

As a progressive Christian my beliefs are rooted in Jesus. The Bible is the foundation for my faith and
values. I believe in the Trinity: God the Creator, Jesus the Christ, and the Holy Spirit. I believe that Jesus’ commandment to “love one another as I have loved you” is foundational. I believe that Christian faith is a journey, not
a destination. I am a “work in progress.” I believe that God’s will and way were revealed in Jesus of Nazareth. I
believe that the historical Jesus, the Jewish Rabbi carpenter who lived in ancient Palestine, became the Christ as
his followers encountered him in their midst after his earthly death. I believe the Holy Spirit awakened them to the
power of Jesus’ presence in their midst and Jesus came alive when they trusted that his love, guidance, support,
comfort and challenge remained with them even though his physical body did not. I believe Jesus' life, death and
resurrection, provide the inspiration and challenge for me to live as a follower of Jesus today.

Progressive Christian Beliefs

1. THE CHRISTIAN FAITH IS FOUNDED ON THREE PRIMARY CALLS WE SEE THROUGH
JESUS. To love God, to love our neighbor, and to love ourselves.
2. THE CHRISTIAN FAITH IS OUR WAY OF BEING FAITHFUL TO GOD. BUT IT IS NOT THE
ONLY WAY. Christianity is the truth for us. But it is not the only truth. This principle stems from the reality of
the 21st century. We share our lives with people who are Muslim, Jewish, Hindu, Buddhist. We experience these
people as loving and caring by following their religious traditions. The power of the Christian faith to transform
lives does not require it to be exclusively true. Exclusivity is born out of fear. The fear that there is one path up the
mountain to God and all the other paths lead down to Hell. We believe there are many paths up the mountain to
God and God welcomes all who make the journey.
3. LOVE OF GOD INVOLVES ALL ASPECTS OF LIFE, NOT JUST HUMAN LIFE. Care of the Earth and
its ecosystems is an expression of Christian faith and stewardship. This principle stems from our ever-widening
understanding of climate change and influence our “carbon footprint” has on the quality of the air, water and
soil. Science and religious faith are friends – each informs the other. Wisdom and insight from both are essential
for Christian faith.
4. LOVE OF NEIGHBOR MEANS EXTENDING KINDNESS AND CARE. To those in our family and in
our local and global communities. Further, love of neighbor includes affirmation of the LBGTQ+ community,
immigrants, people of other faith traditions and even those who are enemies.
5. LOVE OF SELF MEANS ENGAGING IN SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES. Worship, prayer, music, study of
the Bible and other literature feeds the mind, heart and spirit. Love of self also includes giving time for rest, recreation, nurturing friendship, a healthy diet and physical exercise. Love of self
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Adapted courtesy of Bethel Church
requires humility and humor.

Acolyte & Cross Bearer
Schedule

Altar Guild
Volunteers Needed
Sign up on the 2022 Flower
Chart posted in the Narthex

THANK YOU!
We’ll show you the “ropes”., just check with Patty Housel or Mitch Paxson
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Available Children will take
turns rotating as Acolytes
and Cross Bearers. Please
arrive 10 mins before worship. Those present will
share turns. Don’t forget
to bow at the altar as you
enter and as you leave the
chancel area. You’ve ALL
been doing a great job!
Thank you for serving your
church !

LORDSTOWN LUTHERAN CHURCH
OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES 2022
Please feel free to call our council members with your questions, suggestions or concerns
NEXT MEETING:

COUNCIL PRESIDENT
Chuck Thomas: 330-979-6392

June 28th 6:30 pm

COUNCIL VICE PRESIDENT &
EVANGELSIM
Chairperson: Karen Lerch
330-506-6544

COUNCIL SECRETARY &
FINANCIAL SECRETARY
Pat Hogan 330-824-2427

FINANCE
Chairperson: Dick Dorazio 330-565-3630

WORSHIP & MUSIC
Chairperson: Mitch Paxson 330-766-8409

MALIFICANT TREASURER,

STEWARDSHIP & FELLOWSHIP
Chairperson: Michelle Knox
330-550-8202

THRIVENT ADVOCATE FOR LLC,
STATUTORY AGENT FOR LLC,

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Chairperson: Erica Thomas-Boyle
330-644-5506

INCORPORATES FOR TAXES
Dick Dorazio 330-565-3630

PROPERTY
Chairperson: Jeff Housel 330-219-1815

SOCIAL MINISTRY
Chairperson: Dolly Lutz 330-233-8660

PASTOR’S MUTUAL MINISTRY COMMITTEE
June Harrison
330-824-2226

Kathy Lerch
330-503-4337

Bob Housel
330-503-5021

Denell Harrison
330-360-0823

LORDSTOWN LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF
Pastor—Rev. Kate Walsh
Administrative Assistant—Drea Gates
Finance Treasurer—Rhonda Mansell
Choir Director—Lois Dorazio
Organist—Margaret Thomas
Substitute Organists—Jessica Wilk
Substitute Organist— Maranel Tallman
Custodial—Patty Housel
Lawn Maintenance—Erica Thomas-Boyle

Live Streaming at 10:00am MOST Sundays
Lordstown Lutheran Church on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/Palmyra5615
or through our website www.lordstownlutheran.org
Posted to our church YouTube channel on Sunday afternoon
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www.lordstownlutheran.org

Phone: (330) 399-7227

Creating A Community of Love
Where All Are Welcome
Especially You

5615 Palmyra Rd. SW
Warren, OH 44481

Lordstown Lutheran Church
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