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  Worship Bulletin 
 Sunday, August 20, 2023 

Lordstown Lutheran Church 
 

Rev. Dougherty—Pastor  
Mrs. Barb Paxson — Organist 

Mrs. Lois Dorazio—Choir Director 
Mrs. Mark Falatic- Lector 

 
 

We welcome you to worship with us this morning and we’re glad you are 
here. May God bless our time together and may you feel renewed and  

refreshed as we celebrate God’s  unconditional love for the world. Thank 
you for joining us today and we hope you will return again soon.  

 Children’s Sunday School meets on the 2nd & 4th  
Sundays during worship, and Children’s Service project on the 5th  

Sunday during the School year. As a courtesy the congregation does  
not stand during worship unless instructed to do so. 

 
Today’s Worship Theme 

 
 

In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the 
rock from which they were hewn. Jesus declares that the church will be 

built on the rock of Peter’s bold confession of faith. God’s word of  
reconciliation and God’s mercy are keys to the church’s mission. Paul  
urges us to not be conformed to this world but to offer our bodies as a  
living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build up the body of Christ. 
From the table we go forth to offer our spiritual worship through word  

and deed.  
 

Entering Into God’s Presence 
 
WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE - A Quiet Time for Reflection  
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Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at  
baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
who greets us in this and every season, whose word never fails, 
whose promise is sure. 
P: Amen 
 
L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 
and of our neighbors. 

 
L: Merciful God,  
 
P: we confess that we have sinned. We have hurt our  
community. We have squandered your blessings. We have 
hoarded your bounty. In the name of Jesus, forgive us and 
grant us your mercy. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
L: Righteous God,  
 
P: we confess that we have sinned. We have failed to be 
honest. We have lacked the courage to speak. We have  
spoken falsely. In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant 
us your mercy. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

L: God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers  
boundless grace when we fail. Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you 
are freed and forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ.  
 
P: Amen 
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GATHERING HYMN  Vs 1, 2, & 3 
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Special Music 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
L: The love of God poured into our hearts, the saving grace of  
Jesus Christ, and the abundant life of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
ALL: And also with you. 
L: Let us pray together. 
ALL: O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise 
you, the rock of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into 
the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
AMEN 

God’s Word for Us Today 

First Reading:    Isaiah 51:1-6 LECTOR 
Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many  
descendants, so now God offers comfort to Zion. God’s deliverance will 
come soon and will never end.  
  1Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the Lord. 
 Look to the rock from which you were hewn, 
  and to the quarry from which you were dug. 
 2Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; 
 for he was but one when I called him, 
  but I blessed him and made him many. 
 3For the Lord will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places, 
 and will make her wilderness like Eden, 
  her desert like the garden of the Lord; 
 joy and gladness will be found in her, 
  thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
 
 4Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation; 
 for a teaching will go out from me, 
  and my justice for a light to the peoples. 
 5I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, my salvation has gone out 
  and my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, 
  and for my arm they hope. 
 6Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; 
 for the heavens will vanish like smoke, 
  the earth will wear out like a garment, 
  and those who live on it will die like gnats; 
 but my salvation will be forever, and my deliverance will never be ended.  
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
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Psalm:   Psalm 138      LECTOR    
 
O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever. (Ps. 138:8)  
 
 1I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; 
  before the gods I will sing your praise. 
 2I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name,  
       because of your steadfast love and faithfulness; 
  for you have glorified your name and your word above all things. 
 3When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me. 
 4All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O Lord, 
  when they have heard the words of your mouth.  
 5They will sing of the ways of the Lord, that great is the glory of the Lord. 
 6The Lord is high, yet cares for the lowly, 
  perceiving the haughty from afar. 
 7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; 
  you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your    
 right hand shall save me. 
 8You will make good your purpose for me; O Lord, your steadfast 
 love endures forever; do not abandon the works of your hands.  

Second Reading:  Romans  12:1-8  LECTOR 
 
In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, 
God-pleasing lives. Our values and viewpoints are not molded by the time 
in which we live but are transformed by the Spirit’s renewing work. God’s 
grace empowers different forms of service among Christians, but all forms 
of ministry function to build up the body of Christ.  
  
[1I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which 
is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but be  
transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is 
the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
 3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of 
yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober  
judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has  
assigned. 4For as in one body we have many members, and not all the 
members have the same function, 5so we, who are many, are one body in 
Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6We have gifts that 
differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to 
faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, in  
exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the  
compassionate, in cheerfulness.  
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
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Gospel:  Matthew 16:13-20 

 

At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is 

“the Messiah, the Son of the living God,” and Jesus responds with the 

promise of a church that will overcome the very gates of Hades.  

 

The Holy Gospel According to St. Mathew 

Glory to you, O Lord 

 

13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he 

asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man 

is?” 14And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, 

and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, 

“But who do you say that I am?” 16Simon Peter answered, “You are 

the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17And Jesus answered him, 

“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not 

revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you, you 

are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 

Hades will not prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the  

kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 

heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in  

heaven.” 20Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone 

that he was the Messiah.  

 

Praise to you O Christ 

 

Sermon        Rev. Dougherty  
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     HYMN OF THE DAY  Vs 1 - 4            
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Together We Say What We Believe 

APOSTLES CREED  

 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 
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We Offer Our Prayers and Thanksgiving 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION       
At the end of each intercessory prayer the Pastor says:  
”Hear us, O God.” and the people respond  
“Your mercy is great.” 
        
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy  
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we  
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. AMEN 
 
OFFERING SONG     
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures here below;  
praise God, above, ye heav’nly host;  
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
. 
OFFERING PRAYER  
God of field and forest, sea and sky, 
you are the giver of all good things. 
Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, 
and multiply your graciousness in us, 
that the world may be fed with your love, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
AMEN 

Offering Plates are Located by the doors to the Sanctuary or 
You may mail your  financial gifts to  the church.  

Attn: Pat Hogan 
5615 Palmyra Rd SW, Lordstown 44481 

   Going Forth to Serve     
BLESSING 
L: The God who calls across the cosmos 
and speaks in the smallest seed ☩ bless, keep, and sustain you 
now and to the end of the age. 
AMEN 
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SENDING HYMN     vs   1 & 4 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

L: Go in peace. Share the harvest.  
ALL: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE   
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NEXT SUNDAY, Sunday, September 3, 2023 
14th Sunday after Pentecost  

 
First Reading:  Jeremiah 15:15-21  

Psalm: Psalm 26:1-8  
Second Reading:   Romans 12:9-21  

Gospel: Matthew 16:21-28  
  

PRAYER LIST & PASTORAL CONCERNS  
Please keep our loved ones in your prayers this week 

 

Immediate & Ongoing Health Concerns: Lucas Paxson, Ron 
Hill, Phyllis Housel, Jean Housel, Ted Paxson, Leo Divencenzo, 
Tiffany Fellows, Destiny Givens, Anna Strickland, JoAnn 
Leepard, Joe Harrison, Molly and Family, Mary Sabol, Mark 
Molnar, Laura Paxson, Rachael Ann.  

Compassion Child: Marc Yvans.              

Active Duty Military: Julian Krusely, Jason Layfield,  

Kiana Gates 

Scout Troop 20 and its leaders   

Our Monthly Mission Outreach and The Children of  

Lordstown Elementary School  
World Peace: Especially for those living in the region of Ukraine 
and Russia.   

Please call the church office at 330 399-7227 or  
email us at ltownlutheran@yahoo.com to notify us of friends or  
relatives who need to be added or removed from the Prayer List.  

Altar Flowers  
Donated by an Anonymous Donor 

To provide altar flowers for worship, please sign up on the  
poster in the church lobby. $25 for one vase $50 for two.   


