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The following prayer, almost 1,000 years old, was written for pilgrims walking
the Camino de Santiago (the Way of St. James) — 500 miles across northern
Spain. Use this adaption as you journey into the new year:
God, you called your servant Abraham from Ur in Chaldea,
watching over him in all his wanderings, and guided the
Hebrew people as they crossed the desert. Guard your
children, who seek to grow in you this year. Be their
companion on the way, their guide at the crossroads,
their strength in weariness, their defense in dangers, their
shelter on the path, their shade in the heat, their light in the
darkness, their comfort in discouragement, and the firmness
of their intentions. Through your guidance, may they be enriched
with grace and virtue, and be filled with salutary
and lasting joy.
—from the 12th-century Codex Calixtinus
VISIT US ONLINE:
www.lordstownlutheran.org
Email: www.ltownlutheran@yahoo.com
Find us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/Palmyra5615/
5615 Palmyra Rd SW, Lordstown OH 44481
IF YOU WOULD LIKE A PAPER COPY PLEASE CALL 330

399-7227

Creating a Community of Love
December 2020 “Love Notes”
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So this is Christmas
And what have you done?
Another year over
And a new one just begun. (John Lennon)

“Thresholds, such as the threshold of a door, mark transitions. You pass through the threshold of
your house whenever you are going in or going out. The threshold marks the line between the two
spaces and to stand in the threshold means you are neither in nor out but hold a unique view of
both spaces.
The words above from John Lennon point to Christmas as being a threshold. I often think of that
week between Christmas and New Year's Day (remember Christmas is a season of 12 days and
not just a single day) as the transition from one year to the next, a threshold so to speak. In that
time, I will often find myself thinking back and reflecting on the year past and looking forward with
anticipation for the year to come.
Here in this threshold, I celebrate life's little victories of the past year, such as goals achieved or
differences made, and I try to leave behind that which needs to be left behind; regrets, hurts and
wounds, mistakes made, and sins committed. It's a time to embrace God's promise of forgiveness
while taking the lessons learned and be sure I actually learn them.
At the same time, I look ahead and dream of what can be. What are the goals for the new year?
How can I be a better person twelve months from now? What can I do to help build God's kingdom
in this world around me? Standing in this threshold between the old and the new, life is filled with
possibility and opportunity.
It also occurs to me, however, that we are standing in another threshold. The year 2020 has been
a challenging year for many and its ill-effects will be felt well into 2021. Perhaps we should
examine this transition as we might the transition from one year to the next. Where have we
succeeded in loving God and neighbor and where have we fallen short? How will we be different
post-pandemic than we were before? How can this time be used to further the kingdom of God?
I know many want to simply forget 2020 and move on, but as we stand in this threshold there are
lessons to be learned and opportunities for a better world. May we learn those lessons and seize
the opportunities for God's new creation. A good threshold is a terrible thing to waste.”

And so Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year.
Let's hope it's a good one without any fear (Lennon).
Blessing and Love,
Pastor Kate
Thanks to Pastor Wayne Chesney for his thoughts on threshold moments
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THANK YOU FREDIA!!!
Fredia Radtka has been the Financial Secretary for our
church for at least the last twenty years. She has always been
upbeat, and I cannot remember a time where she complained
about anything. She has done an awesome job! We offer her
our love, gratitude and thanksgiving for her faithfulness
serving God and this church over these many years. If you’re
able please congratulate Fredia on a job well done!

Starting in January, Pat Hogan will be taking over for Fredia as Financial
Secretary. We are grateful for Pat’s willingness to take on this highly
responsible church position. Pat also serves as our Church Council Secretary
and as a Church Officer. With gratitude we welcome Pat into her additional
new role.

A Personal Thank You

Thank you Fredia for always being there for me and the finance committee. And putting
up with my “dumb” questions. It has been an honor working with you. But don’t think
you are done with my “dumb” questions. I always cherish our conversations and look
forward to all the ones we will have in the future.
Richard Dorazio
Finance Chairperson
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Upcoming Activities

The meaning of Epiphany
Epiphany, which comes from the Greek word epiphaneia, means “an appearance”
or “a revealing.” Centuries ago, the church set aside January 6, the 12th day after
Christmas, to mark the revealing of Jesus as Christ to
the wise men, who were Gentiles. Jesus’ first
followers were Jewish, so the revelation of the divine
Christ to the non-Jewish magi reminds us that Jesus
came to earth to save the whole world.
Symbols of Epiphany include light, a star, a crown (or
three crowns) and a globe or stylized portrayal of
the world. The color of Epiphany is green to
symbolize life, growth, hope and eternity.
On the church calendar, the Epiphany season lasts
until Ash Wednesday, which is determined by the
date of Easter.
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Upcoming Activities

January 2021 Worship Schedule
During January we will be celebrating worship in a number
of new ways. These services will be available on our
YouTube Lordstown Lutheran channel at 10:00am on
Sunday mornings. We hope to return to our regular worship
schedule in February.
Type YouTube Lordstown Lutheran into your search
engine and our church YouTube channel should open for you. Find the
current date of worship and open the video.
We hope you find these new worship experiences fulfilling.
Pastor Kate

Communion Worship Schedule

The Communion Schedule for the coming year is still to be determined by the Worship and Music
Committee. There will not be any video Communion worship during January. If you would like
home Communion please let Pastor Kate know. Thank you.

Don’t Miss Epiphany Video Worship On Sunday January 10th at 10:00am

Our new NEOS Bishop Laura Barbins with be preaching for the first time to our local synod
churches for Epiphany. I have found her to be an excellent preacher
and a delightful and personable Bishop. The Bishop has said to me
many times how much she appreciates you and your faithfulness as a
church as you struggled with difficult challenges over the past years.
Bishop Barbins was a friend of Pastor Joyce. I hope you will video
worship with Bishop Barbins on January 10th . The service will be
posted on our YouTube Lordstown Lutheran channel.
Pastor Kate

January 6, 2021
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NEWS OF THE PARISH

Pastor’s Schedule 2021
Pastor Kate will be available for you on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays during the coming year. She will be happy to
address all your non-emergency celebrations and concerns
between the hours of 9:00am and 6:00pm on those days. To
reach Pastor Kate please email her
thru our Lordstown Lutheran
Church Yahoo email ltownlutheran@yahoo.com , leave a
message on the church office phone or call her on her cell
phone 330-472-0228. If you would like to meet with Pastor
Kate in person at the office or at your home, please call to
arrange a convenient time.
Pastoral care calls, prayer requests and emergencies
will be addressed at any time, 24 hours a day.

Thank you!

KEEPING IN TOUCH WITH YOU DURING 2021

It is more important than ever that we all do our part to stay in touch
with each other. The church sends out regular, weekly communications
thru email. We USPS these same emails to those without computer
access and Pastor Kate and Church Council make regular phone calls to
all members of the church. If we haven’t made connection with you on a
regular basis during the past year, please call the office and let us know
so we can close up any gaps in our mission to stay in touch with you!
Church office phone 330-399-7227
We return calls on Tuesdays and Wednesdays,
please leave us a message.

No Computer — No Email — No Problem

The church mails out Pastor Kate’s sermons, Sunday bulletins, church updates and weekly news on
Wednesdays to anyone who is unable to connect with the church by computer email. If you’d like to
receive these posted mailings, please call the church office and leave a message and we’ll be happy
to begin sending you our weekly mailings. 330-399-7227
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NEWS OF THE PARISH
PRAYER LIST & PASTORAL CONCERNS
World Concerns: All those who are
suffering and grieving as a result of the
coronavirus Pandemic. The economic and
health care disparities that cause
unimaginable poverty, sickness and early
death to our universal family of God.
Those Grieving: We extend our love and sympathy to Anna
Strictland and her family on the death of Anna's sister Marie
Gensuke on December 16, 2020. Graveside services were held
on December 18th for immediate family.
Immediate Health Concerns: Mitch, Ted, Phyllis B., Dean,
Carl
Ongoing Health Concerns: Haley, Doris, Joe, Marion, Don,
Phyllis K., Ann, Robert, Leo, Jay, Virginia, Olivia-Rose,
Elijah, Debbie, Tiffany, Lucas, Givhan Family, Skip, Mike,
Steve, Cindy, Priscilla, Phyllis H, Daryn

CELEBRATIONS

2. Arno Hill
3. Denell Harrison, Jean Housel,
Tyler Layfield
6. Jeffrey Harrison
14. Dave Harrison Sr.,
Pamela Hogan, Patricia Hogan
17. Dean Bailey
21. Lee Davis
22. Barbara Paxson, Phyllis Bailey, Bob Housel Jr.

Compassion Child: Marc Yvans.
Serving in Active Duty Military: Julian Krusely.
Please keep those on our prayer list in your daily prayers.
Your prayers really do make a difference. Thank you!
Call the church office at 330 399-7227 to notify us of friends
and relatives who need to be added or removed from the
Prayer List or would like a visit.
For emergencies call Pastor Kate directly:
330-472-0228

1. Arno & Carol
Hill - 2000
23.Mitch & Barbara
Paxson - 1971

Dear Friends,

For the past eight months, our staff in Haiti have worked hard to provide
updates that we have been able to pass along to you. There has been much to
celebrate there — thousands of food baskets and hygiene kits being distributed
and stories of our staff creatively ministering to children like Marc.
But this month, I am excited to share an update that’s a little closer to home! We
have now been able to gather Compassion center status updates from each and
every church partner!
We praise God for the work the staff have put into these updates and that we are
able to offer you information about the center your child attends.
Marc's center in Haiti has resumed normal program activities! That means that
children have returned to the Compassion center for group activities.
I know it has been a long season of uncertainty — both for you and the child you sponsor. I hope knowing
that each child is being cared for by staff and volunteers who know and love them brings you comfort in
this season.
Thank you, again, for your continued support of Marc. The stability your support offers means so much to
him!
Rich Van Eaton
Sponsor and Donor Relations Director
Compassion International
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SHARING GOD’S LOVE

It’s Your Turn To Help Us All Stay Connected
You’re encouraged to help us all stay connected during this time of our church closure due to
Covid 19. Please call a church friend, send a note or a card, write them an email or even a text
message. We must all do our part to keep our fellowship alive and well. Now is a great time to
reach out and get to know one another better as you share God’s love.

WE MISS YOU!
Please email lltownlutheran@yahoo.org or
text 330-770-5585 a recent photo of yourself and/or your
family. Perhaps a holiday picture. Many of our
members miss seeing you and would enjoy a current
photo page in our February Newsletter.
Be You, Be Indoors, Be funny, Be serious,
Be Outdoors, Be On Vacation
Whatever your pictures are, they are perfect for us!
Thank you!
Did You Know?









Gifts to the church can be earmarked in a number of different ways.
Just make a note on your Offering Envelope
General Fund, for the daily operating expenses of our church.
Mission Programs, local mission support such as “Family of the Month”,
“Second Harvest Food Bank” and many more.
Benevolence, gifts sent to the National Offices of the ELCA to support the operating expenses of
the National Church and local Synods.
Disaster Relief, gifts to support national and worldwide emergencies such as
hurricanes, forest fires and earthquakes.
World Hunger, gifts to support food shortages around the world.
Undesignated, these gifts support the General Fund of Lordstown Lutheran Church.
Please be very specific when earmarking your gifts for local missions and disaster relief

For more information please check with Dick Dorazio 330 565 3630 or
Pastor Kate 330-399-7227.
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SHARING GOD’S LOVE
LORDSTOWN ELEMENTARY CHILDREN’S PANTRY ONGOING
MISSION PROJECT
Sponsored by Lordstown Lutheran Church
and the Lordstown Christian Church

This Elementary Children’s Pantry will allow teachers to identify and send home supplemental “kid”
friendly food with students for the weekend. Second Harvest Food Bank will be the primary food
source with additional support from community donations, Lordstown Christian Church and our
congregation. You may also mail a monetary donation to the church at
5615 Palmyra Rd SW Warren, OH 44481. Please make checks payable to:
Second Harvest Food Bank of the Mahoning Valley
Lordstown Elementary School Program
OR

DROP OFF YOUR FOOD
DONATIONS ANYTIME
There are large RED tubs outside the parking lot entrance.

For more information speak to Pastor Kate at 330-472-0228.

FOOD ITEMS NEEDED THROUGHOUT THE SCHOOL YEAR
FOR THE CHILDREN’S PANTRY
at
Lordstown Elementary School

Grocery List

Items should be “Kid” friendly, ready to eat or easy to prepare in the microwave.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

• Toastee sandwich crackers

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

100% juice boxes
Tuna, chicken foil packed
Individually Packaged Muffins
Vegetable Cups
Cracker & Cheese Packs
Single Serve Soup
Maruchan Instant Lunches
Raisins
Lunchables
• Your ideas here

Single serve macaroni and cheese
Single serve cookies
Single serve pretzels, baked crackers
Single serve apple sauce
Single serve oatmeal
Granola Bars
Ramen Noodles
Single serve fruit cups
Trail Mix
Shelf stable dairy products
Breakfast Bars
Single serve cereal bowls

* Please No Peanut Containing Products
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SHARING GOD’S LOVE

•

To Fredia Radtka for her faithful
service as the church’s Financial
Secretary for more years than we can
remember.

•

To our special surprise Christmas Eve
Choir: Denell Harrison, Karen Lerch,
Jan Hall, Kathy Lerch AND Linda
Falatic, George Lehto, Eleanor Gil

•

•

HOME COMMUNION IS
AVAILABLE

To Mike Walsh for his faithfulness and
generosity of time producing our video
worship during the last 10 months.

Please call Pastor Kate if you would like
Home Communion

To Pat Hogan for taking on additional
responsibilities to serve as our new
Financial Secretary.

•

To Linda Falatic for courageously
taking responsibility to head up our
church opening task force during
the Coronavirus pandemic.

•

To Dick Dorazio, Fredia Radtka and
Jan Hall for managing our church
finances.

•

To our Prayer Group for faithfully
praying for all those needing special
prayers of healing.

330-472-0228
Appropriate Covid19 safety
Measures will be practiced
to the best of my ability.

2021 Offering Envelopes
If you would like a box of envelopes for your weekly church offerings the church would be
happy to send you one. Offering envelopes make it easier for you to keep track and send in
your weekly financial gift to the church. The church will assign you your own envelope number
which also helps our Financial Secretary keep track of your offerings for our end-of-year
reporting. All giving is kept strictly confidential by our new Financial Secretary Pat Hogan.
Please call the church for your personal box of Offering Envelopes 330-399-7227
If you had envelopes last year, please call the office if you still have not received yours
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LORDSTOWN LUTHERAN CHURCH OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES
Copies of monthly committee meeting minutes are available in the Plexiglas holders located on the wall to
the left of the church office door. During the pandemic Council meetings are held as needed.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT
Chuck Thomas: 330 979-6392
COUNCIL VICE PRESIDENT &
EVANGELSIM
Chairperson: Karen Lerch 330 506-6544

WORSHIP & MUSIC
Chairperson: Erica Thomas 330 644-5506

COUNCIL SECRETARY
Pat Hogan 330-469-9209

STEWARDSHIP & MEMBERSHIP
Chairperson: Denell Harrison 330 360-0823

TREASURER
Jan Hall 330 360-0366

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Chairperson: Linda Falatic 330 872-5713
PROPERTY
Chairperson: Jeff Housel 330-219-1815

FINANCIAL SECRETARY
Pat Hogan 330-469-9209
FINANCE
Chairperson: Dick Dorazio 330 565 3630

June Harrison
330-824-2226

SOCIAL MINISTRY
Chairperson: Dolly Lutz 330-233-8660

MUTUAL MINISTRY COMMITTEE
Kathy Lerch
Bob Housel
Denell Harrison
330-503-4337
330-503-5021
330-360-0823

MISSION STATEMENT

Links to ELCA websites
For information regarding the wider
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
www.neos-elca.org– Weekly Synod News
www. elca.org - general ELCA news

To serve God’s people in all times and
circumstances; showing the saving love
of Christ, our Lord.

VISION STATEMENT
Lordstown Lutheran Church
Lordstown Lutheran Church Inc. exists for the purpose of proclaiming the
Gospel message of Jesus Christ especially to members but also to others who
express interest in the ministry. This congregation will strive to express that
same proclamation in its preaching, its administration of the sacraments, its
teachings, its outreach and its social concerns both locally and with the wider
church. To serve God’s people in all times and circumstances; showing the
saving love of Christ, our Lord.
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“THRIVENT MEMBERS”

I would like to let you know that we received $2,827.00 “Choice Dollars” in 2020. This was
up from last year. “Awesome”! This money helped in so many ways for our church. Because we
were down due to the virus we had to buy equipment so we could live stream our services. This
included a microphone, lap top, cables and tripod.
Also, I would like to take this time to remind you that you have until 3/31/21 to direct your
Choice Dollars for 2021. Please do not miss this opportunity to have Thrivent provide funds to
Lordstown Lutheran. You can go to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 1-800-847-4836 and say
Thrivent Choice after the prompt. I hope and pray that we take full advantage of this great program!
Thank you Thrivent members for supporting “Choice Dollars”.
God Bless you all.
Richard Dorazio …. Thrivent Advocate.
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THE CHURCH REMAINS CLOSED DURING
THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC
For more information call
330 399-7227 or go to
www.lordstownlutheran.org
WORSHIP WITH US ONLINE
www.lordstownlutheran.org
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1
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Friendship
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ONLINE
WORSHIP
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Office open
10 am - 1 pm
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Celebrating
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10 am - 1 pm

Epiphany

Connect with
a friend
today
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10:00 AM

17 ONLINE

WORSHIP
10:00 AM
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18
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Office open
10 am - 1 pm

19

Office open
10 am - 1 pm
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Office open
10 am - 1 pm
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CHURCH
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open 10 am - 1
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14

15
Friendship
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Day
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10 am - 1 pm
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Lordstown Lutheran Church
5615 Palmyra Rd. SW
Warren, OH 44481
Creating A Community of Love
Where All Are Welcome
Especially You
Phone: (330) 399-7227

www.lordstownlutheran.org
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